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Dear Mr. Ortega Etcheverry, 

 

  Thank you for your Government’s generous contribution of EUR 200,000 (USD 

220,735) to the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for 2020.   

 

CERF has been an essential global instrument to provide time-critical life-saving 

assistance to millions of people around the world each year. From human-made to natural 

crises, from conflict and violence to flooding, droughts and hurricanes, CERF has enabled 

humanitarian partners to save lives and protect people when and where they need it most. The 

life-saving actions enabled by CERF are one of the international community’s greatest shared 

success stories that the people of the Basque Country can take pride in. 

 

  COVID-19 has now affected every country and almost every person on the planet.  

The most devastating and destabilizing impact, however, will be felt in the world’s poorest 

countries. The direct health impacts are expected to peak in the next few months. Lockdowns 

and economic recession may mean a hunger pandemic ahead for millions, exacerbating 

fragility and violent conflicts. We need to act swiftly.     

 

Given the rapidly evolving COVID-19 context and the need for swift action, CERF 

disbursed $120 million to nine UN agencies over three different allocations since 27 February. 

CERF also re-programmed $7.5 million of existing projects for COVID-19-related activities at 

the request of its implementing partners. CERF funding will support at least 34 countries in 11 

sectors, notably WFP’s logistics and essential health and humanitarian supply chains as well as 

health and water, sanitation and hygiene. More importantly, thanks to CERF’s donors, the fund 

has continued to support existing humanitarian crises. While donor humanitarian funding is 

being reprioritized to tackle COVID-19, it is crucial to continue to support those already at 

greatest risk in various humanitarian contexts.  

 

   

 

Mr. Paul Ortega Etcheverry 

Director  

Basque Agency for Development Cooperation 

Basque Government 
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  On its 75th anniversary, the United Nations is put to the test with the greatest challenge 

of our modern history. What the world needs now is solidarity and maximum financial support 

for the most vulnerable people. I am deeply appreciative of your Government’s commitment to 

save more lives through this effective and efficient funding mechanism. I look forward to our 

sustained collaboration.  

    

              Yours Sincerely,  

 
 

  Marcy Vigoda 

   Chief, Partnerships and Resource Mobilization Branch 

   Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 

 


