


The mobile industry has never been more important to the world's citizens and economy. Its power to 
connect people, industry, and ecosystem will empower them to tackle impact of the global pandemic. With 
increasing vaccination rate, we are hopeful that the world is on a journey to return to growth, supported 
by the power of connectivity unleashed. However, there is a lot to be done: how can we best unleash the 
power of connectivity to support socio-economic recovery?

Following the success of the Digital Leaders Programme (DLP) in 2019 & 2021 at MWC Shanghai, 
we are taking the programme to MWC Barcelona in 2022. The new edition will initiate conversation 
between key stakeholders across public and private sectors, especially from leading municipal and 
regional governments to discuss emerging business opportunities to propel the organic growth of cities 
and communities. The programme aims to strengthen a shared vision and appetite for partnership to 
accelerate digital transformations. 

The programme will bring digital leaders along the value chain, including signatories of the GSMA Digital 
Declaration, in this journey to discuss opportunities to expand the adoption of mobile technologies such 
as 5G and vertical applications that will shape the cities of tomorrow. Officials from municipal and regional 
governments are joined by leading 5G adopters from mobile industry and vertical sectors to share lessons 
learned, considerations for inducive policies, and best practices in partnership models. The programme 
will also address the challenges and digital solutions that will enable economies to move towards 
decarbonisation and achieving the 2030 Agenda. 

Background

Agenda

09.00 – 09:05

09.05 – 09.15

09.15 – 10.25

10.25 – 10.30

1 7 : 3 0 - 1 9 : 3 0

Opening

Alex Sinclair, CTO, GSMA

Welcome remarks

John Hoffman, CEO, GSMA Ltd.

Setting the scene: A dialogue with Zhengmao Li, President of China Telecom

Transforming infrastructure to create new value propositions for digital economies: 

the convergence of connectivity, cloud and data

Roundtable Discussions

Moderator: Alex Sinclair, CTO, GSMA

Summary and closing

Mats Granryd, Director General, GSMA

Cocktail Reception

Nuclo Restaurant, Fira Gran Via, Barcelona
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Juan Bachiller is an Industrial Engineer ICAI from the Universidad Pontificia de Comillas, in 

Madrid, he also has a Master´s Degree in Economics and Business Administration from the 

Complutense University of Madrid, and a Senior Management Development and Leadership 

Program at IMD in Lausanne, Switzerland.

One of the first companies where he worked was Red Eléctrica of Spain REE, where he got a 

deep expertise on the energy market and Spain´s electric system. 

In 1998 he joined ABB working as Project Manager until his appointment in 2006 as Business 

Development Manager and Key Account Manager for some of the company´s largest 

customers. 

In 2011 Juan joined the Country Management Team in Spain as Country Service Manager. In 

the same period, he led the implementation of service strategy in the ABB´s Mediterranean 

Region team as Region Head of Services. 

In 2018 he was appointed Country Head of Sales and Marketing of ABB in Spain and, since 

2019, with the ABB Way strategy of the ABB Group, Juan joins the ABB Motion team in Spain, 

as Local Division Manager of all drives divisions in Spain, one of the key driver businesses of 

ABB in Spain. 

In January 2022, Juan is appointed General Manager of ABB Motion in Spain. 

Due to his experience in multinational companies with international headquarters, he has a 

depth knowledge about digital transformation, as well as the energy and industrial markets, 

especially in Spain. Juan is also Vice-president of the Industry 4.0 Commission within AMETIC, 

the Spanish association representing the digital technology industry in Spain.  

Vice Governor of the Province of Cordoba 2019-2023

| Communication and Conectivity Secretary of State

2018 –2019

| Provincial Legislator 2015 – 2019 / 2011-2015

| Infrastructure Minister 2015

| Public Management Minister 2013 –2015

| Water, Environment and Energy Minister 2011 – 2013

| State Secretary of the Ministry of Government 2011

| Deputy Secretary of Public Works Coordination 2009-2011

| Deputy Secretary of Management Control 2007-2009

| General Director of Municipal and Regional Affairs 2006 – 2007

| Chief of Office of the Honourable Chamber of Deputies of the Nation

2003-2006

| Technical Advisor of the Honourable Senate 2003

| Technical Advisor to the Secretary of State forPublic Security and Institutional Affairs 2002
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Mats Granryd is Director General of the GSMA and a Member of its Board. In this role, he leads 

the GSMA in supporting its global membership through a range of industry programmes, 

advocacy initiatives and industry-convening events. 

Mats is a strong proponent of sustainability and led the mobile industry in becoming the first 

sector to broadly commit to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 

2016. He is now spearheading initiatives to amplify and accelerate the mobile industry’s impact 

on all 17 of the SDGs, across both developed and developing markets.  

Mats serves on the Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development, which is focused 

on leveraging ICT and broadband-based technologies for sustainable development. Within 

the Commission, he chairs the Working Group on Digital Gender Divide to address the digital 

gender divide and foster the equal inclusion of women and girls in broadband access and 

use. Mats is also a Commissioner on the Business & Sustainable Development Commission, 

working with CEOs across many industries to make a powerful business case for achieving a 

sustainable, inclusive economy.

Mats brings to the GSMA a wealth of experience and a proven track record of success in the 

highly dynamic mobile industry. Before joining the GSMA, Mats was President and CEO of 

Tele2, one of Europe’s fastest-growing telecom operators with 14 million customers across nine 

countries. 

Previously, he spent 15 years in a variety of roles at Ericsson, most recently as Head of Northern 

Europe and Central Asia. While at Ericsson, he also led the North West Europe, India, CDMA 

and North Africa units, as well as the global customer accounts for Vodafone and Bharti. 

Before joining Ericsson, he was a management consultant in telecom strategies at ARRIGO and 

Andersen Consulting. 

Mats holds a M.Sc. from the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm.

Industrial Engineer by the Polytechnic University of Catalonia (UPC) and PDD by IESE, Carlos 

Grau has a long career in the field of communication and information technologies, as well as 

in the development of digital business. After holding various sales and marketing management 

positions in companies in the ICT sector such as Hewlett-Packard, Accenture, Sun Microsystems 

or Telefonica, Grau joined Microsoft as general manager in Catalonia.

Later, Carlos Grau focused his activity on the field of innovation, where he has led projects 

such as Biid, a startup focused on mobile identity, or Step One Ventures, a venture capital that 

invests in technology companies with high potential of growth. Grau has also been a mentor 

for entrepreneurs through Barcelona Activa or the Startupbootcamp IoT and Data acceleration 

program, promoted in collaboration with MWCapital.
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John Hoffman
CEO, GSMA Ltd.

Dominique Leroy
Board Member for Europe, 

Deutsche Telekom

John Hoffman is CEO and Director for GSMA Ltd.. In this role, John oversees various lines 

of business, including the GSMA’s portfolio of award-winning trade shows and conferences, 

its online, print and broadcast media properties, industry research services and a range of 

network managed services. John brings more than 25 years’ experience to the GSMA.

Prior to his current role in GSMA Ltd., John was CEO and Director of fastmobile, Inc., a supplier 

of software-based network operator solutions. Before fastmobile, he was the President, CEO 

and Director of Roamware, Inc., a global provider of voice and data roaming solutions.

In addition, John has held executive-level positions at several mobile telecommunications 

companies including BellSouth, Pocket Communications and SONOFON. He has also served as 

an independent mobile industry consultant, leading projects with the GSMA, BellSouth, Palm 

and PCSOne, among others.

John is a member of the Future Trends Forum, Bankinter’s global think task focused on issues 

impacting Spanish society and businesses. He serves on the GSMA Ltd. Board of Directors 

as well as the Board of the Mobile World Capital Barcelona Foundation, and is the author of 

the “Wireless Evolution Insider” by the GSMA as well as “GPRS Demystified”, published by 

McGraw-Hill Professional.

John holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Architecture from the University of Michigan, 

a Masters of Business degree from the University of Phoenix and is a licensed architect in the 

state of Colorado.

Since November 2020, Dominique Leroy is a member of the Board of Management of 

Deutsche Telekom AG. She is responsible for the Board Area Europe and Member of the Board 

of T-Mobile US and OTE S.A.

Dominique Leroy has over 30 years of experience in the consumer goods and 

telecommunication sector. She started her career at Unilever where her last position was 

Managing Director for Belgium and Luxembourg. In 2011 she joined Proximus where she quickly 

became Head of the Consumer Market and held the position of CEO from 2014 till 2019. During 

this time she managed to turn around the company with a continuous growth phase and a 

strong customer experience focus. Over the last year, she was Advisor to Bain & Company.

Dominique Leroy has more than 10 years of Board experience, having been Board Member at 

Lotus Bakeries, Proximus, BICS, Royal Ahold Delhaize and Compagnie de Saint-Gobain.

She holds a Master in Industrial Engineering and Management from the Solvay Business School 

in Brussels.



Zhengmao Li
President of China Telecom 

(virtual)

Giorgio Migliarina
Group Director of Products 

and Services, Vodafone

Giorgio was appointed Group Products and Services Director, Vodafone Business, October 

2021, reporting to Vodafone Business CEO Vinod Kumar. Giorgio and his team are responsible 

for leading Vodafone Business Group’s products ranging from connectivity and collaboration 

to cloud, cybersecurity and digital solutions.

Giorgio brings 27 years of telecommunications experience gained in a variety of global roles, 

most recently as the Director and Executive Committee member of Vodafone Business Italy. 

Under his leadership, Vodafone Business Italy has become a leading digital transformation 

partner for private companies and one of the fastest growing service providers for the Public 

Sector, thanks to a growing portfolio of digital services.

Prior to joining Vodafone, Giorgio worked in South East Asia as Chief Technology and 

Innovation Officer of Telekom Malaysia and then as the Industry Lead for the telecom sector 

for Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa at Accenture.

From 1999 to 2009 he advised telecom operators and media and high-tech companies across 

Europe and Asia, first as a consultant, and then as a partner at McKinsey & Company, based in 

London and Beijing.

He began his professional career in Italy in 1994 with Olivetti and holds a MSc in Electronic 

Engineering from Politecnico di Torino and an MBA from INSEAD in Fontainebleau (France).

Mr. Li is the President and COO of China Telecommunications Corporation Limited. Mr. Li 

obtained a doctorate degree in communication and electronic system of radio engineering. 

He served as a Director and Vice President of China United Telecommunications Corporation, 

a Director and Vice President of China Mobile Communication Corporation Limited. Mr. Li has 

extensive experience in management and the telecommunications industry.



H.E. Daniel Quintero
Mayor of Medellin,

 Colombia

Thomas Seiler
CEO, u-blox

Daniel Quintero was born in the city of Medellín, he won the mayoralty with his independent 

citizen movement “Independientes”, in a historic election he became the youngest elected 

mayor in the history of this city with more than 303 thousand votes.

He is an electronic engineer from the University of Antioquia, a finance specialist from the 

University of Los Andes and an MBA from Boston University, he also has studied in Public 

Finance Administration at Harvard University.

He has more than 10 years of experience as a software developer within the ICT sector. He is 

an experienced and innovative entrepreneur who founded Intrasoft S.A. Colombia, a software 

development company. He was CEO of iNNpulsa Colombia, the government agency for the 

support of productivity, entrepreneurship and innovation. He served as Vice- Minister of 

Technologies and Innovation Systems and was also Vice Minister of Digital Economy of the 

Ministry of Information Technologies and Communications of Colombia.

He firmly believes that education is the best tool to combat inequality and achieving goals. 

One of his goals as mayor is for Medellín to become a great Software Valley that impacts 

Colombia and the world, responding to the challenges of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

Quintero Calle is a recognized activist for the country’s peace and his principle is that life is 

sacred.

Thomas Seiler has served as a Member of the Board of Directors and as CEO since the 

incorporation of u blox Holding AG in 2007. He serves as CEO of u blox AG since 2002. In 

2006 he was appointed Member of the Board of Directors of u blox AG. Thomas Seiler holds a 

degree in mechanical engineering from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETH) 

and a MBA diploma from INSEAD, France. In 1987 he was appointed Member of the Executive 

Committee of Melcher Holding AG, Switzerland and CEO from 1991 to 1998. Thereafter, he 

served as CEO of Kistler Holding AG, Switzerland from 1999 to 2001.



Naveed Sultan
MD and Chairman, 

Institutional Clients Group, 
Citibank (virtual)

H.E. Arantxa Tapia
Minister for Economic 

Development, Sustainability 
and the Environment of the 
Basque Government, Spain

Naveed Sultan is a Managing Director and Chairman of Citi’s Institutional Clients Group. With 

over 30 years of institutional banking experience, Mr Sultan has been at Citi for over 26 years 

in a range of increasingly senior roles and is currently responsible for leading the digital policy, 

strategy and advisory practice across all client segments. This practice advises governments 

in their development of policies to digitize their economies including their financial systems. 

It also provides guidance and thought leadership to corporates and financial institutions to 

transform their businesses and operating models to stay relevant in an increasingly digital 

world. In this role, he also engages in driving the developing markets strategy for Citi.

Prior to his current appointment in Q4, 2020, Mr Sultan was the Global Head of Treasury and 

Trade Solutions within Citi’s Institutional Clients Group. This multi-billion dollar business (2019 

rev., $10.3bn) is one of the largest global businesses within Citi’s Institutional Clients Group 

encompassing integrated working capital solutions including: payments, trade and supply 

chain, export agency finance, liquidity and investment management, wholesale card services, 

information services, receivables, consulting and digital services. It provides solutions to public 

sector clients, corporates and financial institutions - a client base that includes over 85% of 

the Fortune 500 global companies, 700+ public sector clients, ~1,400 banks, ~1,600 asset 

managers and 600+ insurance companies in over 120 countries.

Mr Sultan holds an M.S. in Management from M.I.T’s Sloan School of Management as well as an 

M.B.A. from the Institute of Business Administration, Lahore.

Born in Astigarraga (Gipuzkoa) on 24 september 1963

Industrial Engineer in Electrical Ingineering.

PhD Cum Laude from the University of Navarre in 1992.

• Lecturer at the School of Engineering of the University of Navarra. 1987-1992

• Senior Professor at the Faculty of the University of the Basque Country (UPV-EHU) 1995-2005

• "Invited Lecturer" at Massachusetts MIT for three years.

• Deputy Minister for Transport and Public Works of the Basque Government 2005-2007

• Provincial Councillor for Mobility and Land Planning of Gipuzkoa Provincial Council.

• Chair of the Innovation Commission of Gipuzkoa General Assemblies

• EAJ-PNV Member of Parliament in the Spanish Parliament since 2011-2012.

• Spokesperson for the Economy & Competitiveness, Development, Defence, Education & 

Sport, and Agriculture, Food & the Environment commissions of the Spanish Parliament.

• Minister of Economic Development and Competitiveness (2012-2016)

• Minister of Economic Development and Infrastructure (2016-2020)

• From 2020, Minister of Economic Development, sustainability and environment.

Worked on research for Iberdrola, Indar, Lasa & Eustek, Gikesa, LAPTON and JEMA, among 

other companies.



Edward Tian
Chairman, 

CBC Capital (virtual)

Gopal Vittal
Managing Director & 

Chief Executive Officer
 (India & South Asia), 

Airte (virtual)

Manish Vyas
President and CEO Network 

services business, 
Tech Mahindra

Mr. Gopal Vittal is currently the Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer (India & South Asia) of 

Bharti Airtel Limited. In his role as CEO, he is responsible for defining and delivering the business 

strategy and providing overall leadership for Airtel’s India & South Asia operations. 

Under his leadership, Airtel has built a strong portfolio of businesses and achieved a lifetime 

high in terms of both revenue market share and enterprise value in a very competitive market. 

Airtel has also transformed its business into being digital at the core. As a result, Airtel has been 

recognized as the second most valuable brand in the country by Brand Equity.  

Prior to this, Gopal worked for twenty years with Unilever across sales, marketing and general 

management in markets spanning India, Thailand, Indonesia and China. In his last assignment, he 

led the Home and Personal care business at Hindustan Lever and strengthened the entire portfolio 

by growing market share and profitability across categories. 

Mr. Vittal is an alumnus of Madras Christian College and has completed his MBA from IIM, Kolkata.

Mr. Tian was the co-founder and CEO of AsiaInfo Holding Inc. which is the first Internet 

technology provider in China. AsiaInfo Holding was public listed in NASDAQ in 2001.  It was 

privatized in Jan. 2014.  Mr. Tian has been appointed as the Chairman and Executive Director of 

the company since then.

Mr. Tian was the Vice Chairman and CEO of China Netcom Group from Nov. 2002 to May 2006 

and CEO of China Netcom Company Ltd. from Aug. 1999 to May 2002.  Mr. Tian was also 

serving as the Vice Chairman of PCCW Limited from 2005 to 2007.  

After China Netcom, Mr. Edward Tian has founded China Broadband Capital Partners, L.P. (CBC) 

in May, 2006. CBC is a TMT sector focused private equity fund and it is now focusing on 5G 

eco-system investment.  

Mr. Tian holds a Ph.D. in Natural Resource Management from Texas Tech University, USA.  

President, Communications, Media & Entertainment and CEO, Network Services, Tech Mahindra

Manish Vyas, is the President, Communications, Media & Entertainment Business (CME), 

and the Chief Executive Officer of Network Services at Tech Mahinda. As President, Manish 

is responsible for running all facets of the CME business. He is an inspirational leader who 

tells stories that inspire action while at the same time is grounded in financial information 

that levers the business.  Respected as a credible voice in decision making, finding strategic 

partners, and establishing governance boundaries, Manish earns a seat at the table wherever 

he serves.

Manish has been associated with Tech Mahindra for over 20 years now and has played a key 

role in building high performance teams, driving growth through innovative solutions & go-to-

market strategies. In his tenure as President of the CME Business, the business has grown from 

$1 billion dollars to $2.2 billion dollars today. He has been involved in creating the strategic 

direction to the CME & Networks Services business and in driving various organic & inorganic 

growth initiatives.



Ming Xiao
President of Overseas, ZTE

Mr. Xiao Ming joined ZTE in 2001. He currently works as Senior Vice President of ZTE 

Corporation and President of Overseas Sales. Before that, Mr. Xiao successively assumed the 

positions of Deputy Managing Director of ZTE Algeria, Managing Director of ZTE South Africa, 

Vice President of ZTE Southern Africa, President of ZTE Latin America, President of ZTE 

Europe, and President of ZTE Europe and Americas. Engaging in the development of ZTE's 

overseas markets for many years, Mr. Xiao has a wealth of managerial experience in the global 

telecommunications industry. He has contributed to many exemplary projects, and greatly 

improved the company's business performance and market position.

Mr. Xiao Ming is a graduate of Xi'an Jiaotong University.

Alex Sinclair
CTO, GSMA (Moderator)

Alex Sinclair has served as the Chief Technology Officer of the GSMA since 2005, having joined 

the organisation in 2003. In this role, Alex is responsible for driving the technology direction of 

the GSMA and working with its membership to execute key technology initiatives.

With more than 30 years’ experience in telecommunications in general and mobile in particular, 

Alex has worked for a number of companies in the UK, Germany and the US. In the early 1990s, 

he was part of the project team that launched the T-Mobile D1 network in Germany. In 1995, 

Alex helped Syniverse to launch their GSM clearinghouse business. Prior to joining the GSMA, 

Alex was Director of Network Engineering at ICO, a global satellite venture. 

Alex holds a Bachelors Degree in Electrical and Electronic Engineering from the University of 

Bristol.




