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Dear representatives of the European Regions, representatives of the European
Institutions, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, good evening!

Guten Abend, arratsalde on, buenas tardes.

Vielen Dank Bayern und Niederédsterreich for organizing this event which brings
together the representatives of the regions of the European Union.

We are facing a challenging geopolitical situation. And our answer must be clear:
we need a stronger Europe and stronger and better democracy.

Only through collaboration and joint forces will it be possible to find solutions for
long-lasting peace and progress in Europe.

We are here today to stress the role of the regions in the construction and in the
governance of the European Union.

The Basque Government is profoundly pro-European. We have always supported
the policies that allow the direct participation of regions in the European project.

We believe that it is necessary to promote Europe’s founding principles once
again: Europe built from the regions and nations that make it up.

We are political subjects. We Basques constitute a nation, and we want to
develop as such within Europe. This means preserving our language, the Basque
language, cultural heritage of all the Europeans, this means defending our
traditions and our modern culture, and uphold our open and plural identity.

We have gained our own right to be legitimate political actors in Europe. There
are political, legal, economic, and social arguments for that.

The argument of ‘simplification’ cannot be used to centralize the design and the
management of the regional policy.

In our view, the European Union cannot be a ‘club of member States’. Such an
approach would erode our democracies, common values, and capabilities.

Also, from the point of view of effectiveness, centralization would be totally
counterproductive.

Let's remember a fact: the competencies to carry out the reforms to address the
decarbonization of industries, the digital transformation and social transition for
instance, is held in Spain exclusively by regional authorities.

Indeed, regions can make a competitive advantage out of their specialization
strategies.
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In the case of the Basque Country, our cultural identity and industrial capabilities
have been key assets to attract investments and to boost our economic
development.

It is now time to embrace the “Industrial Defence of Europe”, of which regional
innovation ecosystems and security-driven industrial strategies are the core
elements.

Regions must lead this new strategy. We want to be and we must be influential
on that new European level. With intelligence, being flexible but we must
organize, movilize and fight the battle.

For all these reasons, the new regional policy should be designed bottom-up.
Recover the founding spirit of the Union.

We do not accept a despotic cohesion policy that represents the idea of
“everything for the regions but without the regions”.

All political actors must be fully involved in the European project.
| believe in Europe. | believe in an inclusive, solidary, and diverse Europe.

The Nation that | represent defends those same ideas. We all have much to
contribute to this new phase in the construction of Europe participating and
cooperating.

Thank you very much! Vielen Dank!



