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Sailburua, Herri Agintari eta ordezkariok, OGP LOCAL-eko ordezkariok, jaun andreok,
egunon guztioi!

Ohorea da niretzat Lehendakari bezala zuei guztiei lehen aldiz harrera egitea.

70 herrialde desberdinetako ordezkariak elkartuko gara lan saio honetan.

Askotariko kultura, hizkuntza eta tradizio politikoak ordezkatzen baditugu ere, bi
ezaugarri garrantzitsu partekatzen ditugu: tokiko erakundeak gara, eta demokrazian

sakontzeko bide berriak urratu nahi ditugu.

Please, welcome to the Basque Country. | sincerely hope you feel at home here.

| would like to extend my gratitude to Aidan Eyakuze, CEO of the Open Government
Partnership, for placing his trust in the Basque Country to host this summit, which begins

tomorrow.

We are a small nation, proud in spirit yet with a global outlook. A nation with its own

culture and language, which gives us a unique perspective of the world.

Eighty years ago, in 1945, our first president, Lehendakari Agirre, participated in the San

Francisco Conference, the seed from which the United Nations grew.

It was there that the model of multilateralism, dialogue, and cooperation among all

countries was consolidated.

Seventy-five years ago, he was also involved in the process that led to the Schuman

Declaration, a key moment in the development of the European Union.
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Agirre acted from exile, as our nation had been subjected to Franco’s dictatorship.

Despite these immense difficulties, he defended democracy, human rights, and

multilateralism above all.

The Basque Country was part of the great historical consensus that shaped a world that,

while imperfect, was better.

These same principles are embodied by a multilateral organization such as the OGP, of

which the Basque Country has been a member since 2018.
But, today, these principles are under threat.

According to recent data from the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance, in 2024, 54% of countries have seen a decline in at least one key indicator

of democratic performance compared to five years earlier.

And according to a YouGov study this summer, only 57% of young Europeans believe
democracy is the best form of government, and 51% feel that the European Union is

poorly implemented despite being a good idea.

The rise of autocratic leaders and extremist movements comes alongside with
unprecedented challenges such as migration, climate change, and disruptive

technologies.

These movements are well organized and funded. They have a clear strategy: to
associate democracy with weakness and inefficiency, while promoting an idealized

image of authoritarian regimes that do not respect human rights.
This is not the scenario we would choose, but it is the one we must manage.

Beyond our differences, we all share the same diagnosis and conviction: governments,
local authorities, and other actors play an essential role in defending and strengthening

democracy.

The 20th-century slogan “think global, act local” has ultimately defined our era.
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We are on the front lines addressing challenges such as migration, climate change,

reindustrialization, or security.

We engage directly with citizens, listening to their concerns, understanding their needs,

and responding to them. Our actions have a real impact on everyday life.

We must see this not as a problem, but as an opportunity to find collaborative solutions

that address these challenges collectively.

En Euskadi llevamos afios dando pasos en materia de Gobierno Abierto, pero aspiramos
a ser un territorio referente no solo en transparencia, participacion, datos abiertos o

rendicion de cuentas, sino también en calidad democratica.
Porque este desafio exige mucho mas que regulaciones y protocolos.

Exige un nuevo modelo de gobernanza colaborativo; exige aplicar la ejemplaridad en la
actuacion politica; tolerancia; una comunidad activa y cohesionada; personas libres,

criticas y bien informadas; y un debate publico constructivo.

Mas alla de los estados, los gobiernos locales debemos disponer de mas capacidades

para contribuir a la regeneracion democratica y afrontar los grandes desafios globales.

Por eso queremos patrticipar en todas aquellas mesas donde se toman las decisiones
en Europa, que es nuestro campamento base y modelo de democracia, de bienestar y
de progreso.

Por eso estamos alineando nuestra estrategia con el ‘European Democracy Shield’, o

impulsando iniciativas como ‘Power Regions’.

Ademas, trabajamos para reforzar las alianzas transatlanticas hacia el norte y hacia el
sur, ahondando en los intereses comunes historicos y en nuevas oportunidades que nos

abre un mundo en reconfiguracion.
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Porque la clave es que todos aquellos que compartimos esta forma de entender el
mundo sumemos fuerzas, aprendamos unos de otros, y compartamos los avances que

estamos realizando para hacer realidad un nuevo paradigma de democracia.
Horretan datza gaurko lan jardunaldia.

Horretan datza aste honetan Gasteizen egingo dugun OGPren gailurra.
Horretan datza gaur sinatuko dugun Gasteizko adierazpena.

Seguru nago batak zein besteak asko lagunduko digutela, komunitate izaera indartuz,

Herri bezala hazten.
Eskerrik asko!

Thank you very much!
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